
 

So, what is Fentanyl?  
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid pain reliever, approved for 
treating severe pain and as an anesthetic agent for surgery. 

Street fentanyl is being added to other drugs, unknowingly to users, such as heroin 
and cocaine, to increase its potency. It acts very quickly inside the body, causing 
rapid respiratory failure, therefore presents a greater risk of overdose. The quick 
acting drug also decreases the chance of overdose reversal by Narcan.  
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